Drawing of the GPA 640 PSV
ordered by Trico Marine

Two GPA
640 PSVs for
Trico Marine

Houston-based Trico Marine
Services has ordered two of
the well-proven GPA 640
Platform Support Vessels
(PSV) designed by Guido
Perla & Associates (GPA).

Each of the DP2-certified
vessels, measuring 64 metres
in length, will employ three
diesel-powered  generators
consisting of two 1,825 kW
generators powered by 16-
cylinder Cummins QSK60
D(M) engines and one 910 kW
generator powered by a
Cummins KTA38 D(M) engine.
This engine configuration has
demonstrated excellent
flexibility and fuel savings as
one or more of the generators
can be shut down for stand-by
or slower moving operations
such as seismic or cable-
laying that is often required of
this type of vessel.

A distinctive feature of
the GPA 640 PSV, which
will  be constructed at
Bender Shipbuilding & Repair
Co. in Mobile, Alabama,
is an additional deck
level that provides increased
accommodation for client
personnel, making the vessel
attractive for global deployment,
including specialized disciplines
such as subsea, seismic and
ROV applications. Trico Marine
is scheduled to receive the first
newbuilding in March 2008.

First of GPA 654 PSVs launched

Bollinger Shipyard in Lockport,
LA, has launched the first of ten
GPA 654 PSVs ordered by
Rigdon Marine in January 2006.
With this multi-vessel order,
Rigdon’s GPA (Guido Perla &
Associates, Inc) -designed fleet
has increased to 20 PSVs,
including 8 GPA 640s.

The design of the DP2- and
FFV1-certified GPA  654s,
measuring 54 metres in length,
incorporates greater operating
efficiency compared to similar
sized vessels. Increased cargo
capacities resulting from
locating propulsion generators
above the main deck as well as
reduced construction cost due
to  simplified
methods.

Destined to serve deepwater
offshore operations, the GPA

construction

First of the Rigdon’s GPA 654 PSVsbng side-launched at Bollinger shipyard

654s are capable of carrying
144 cubic metres of bulk
material and 652 cubic metres
of liquid mud in self-cleaning oval
tanks. As a result of the vessel’s
propulsion
configuration, fuel efficiency is
increased resulting in cost
savings, lower emissions and

diesel-electric

higher reliability.

Upon delivery of the last of
the ten vessels, the number of
GPA 654 PSVs operating
worldwide will increase to 34
vessels, including 24 currently
under construction at Dayang
Shipyard in China for Bourbon
Offshore.
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